
John W. Ulam
January 21, 1956 - January 2, 2022

John Whitney Ulam, 65, of Anderson passed away on January 2, 2022, at
Ascension St. Vincent Anderson. He was born on January 21, 1956, in
Kansas City, Missouri. 
John would have had an incredibly inappropriate obituary if it were up to him.
He wasn't just the life of the party, he was the party. He was so goofy and
funny and always had something inappropriate to say. 
His wife, Phyllis, and he were the very best of friends. Soul mates. If ever two
people were the exact right people for each other, they were. For 22 years we
watched them love each other in ways that are hard to describe. He loved her
so much she never had to move. He did everything for her, all the while
tormenting her the way only John could. She would just beam from ear to ear
and watch and take his antics with adoration. When asked about their last day
together she said she awoke from a dream to him six inches from her face.
She was startled and sleepy and said, "Who are you?" He proceeded to
torture her all day about it. 
John was the very definition of love. Some people are described as being
willing to "give the shirt from their back." John would have given his closet. He
would do anything for anybody. If he saw a need he would fill it. It wasn't
uncommon for someone he had never met to be driving one of his
vehicles...or something to be missing from the house and we would find out
he had given it away. You couldn't walk in the door without leaving with at
least two boxes of things he thought you needed. He gave 200% of himself at



all times. He loved us all in ways we could never put into words. 
He was a lover of animals. He was "that guy" that had a dog (or two), 6 indoor
cats, fed all the neighborhood cats, kept them warm in the winter, trapped
them to take them to the vet, and would feed the opossums when they
showed up too. 
John's father, George Ulam, was a WWII Navy veteran and retired general
manager of Inland Container Corporation. It's not surprising that John loved
both history & trains. He was a history buff and enjoyed building train boards. 
John was an industrial cleaning equipment technician for Hillyard
Incorporated. He retired in early 2021. He shared his love and knowledge of
mechanics with his son, Daniel. The two of them would speak daily-navigating
and talking through whatever they were working on. Cars, buses, small
engines, equipment, etc. Two peas in a pod. 
John is survived by his loving wife, Phyllis (Riggs) Ulam; children, Daniel
(Anna) Ulam, Kevin (Donna) Hiner, Marc (Dawn) Hiner, Eric (Angel) Hiner;
brother, Steven ( 
Wendy) Ulam; and many grand and great-grandchildren. 
He was preceded in death by his parents, George A. and Signe Vlam. 
We are shocked to navigate life without him but we will strive to fill the void by
loving others the way that he loved. Our lives are so much richer for knowing
John. We will miss him. 
John wished to not have any services. The immediate family will gather to
celebrate his life and share his love.
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Patricia Passwater - January 07, 2022 at 08:22 PM

My husband Dan & I worked at Rawlins House with John and
Phyllis (while she worked at Fall Creek with Dan & our son Dustin.)
If ever there were 2 people meant to be together, it was John &
Phyllis. They were made for one another. I know she was so in love
with him and cherished him. Our thoughts, prayers & condolences
qare sent to Phyllis and the children & grandchildren that will miss
him wildly. Patricia & Dan Passwater and family.

Craig Killmer - January 05, 2022 at 11:39 AM

Respecting John's wishes, this will be how I "Show Up" in
remembrance of John. 

  
As one of John's nine cousins, I spent my 73 years watching John,
Steve, their Dad George, their mom Singe -- all the Ulams --
"Showing Up." An illness in Kansas City (where Signe and all four
Stone sisters were from and two families lived), an event in Iowa,
where the Connors lived and George and Signe and their two
smiling boys, John and Steve would show up to support others and
make their effort to Show Up. 

  
Many miles in youth, John and his family would Show Up and be
there showing support and respect. Well John, your cousins will
miss you and we all send prayers for your family at this time of loss
and remembrance. 

  
Craig Killmer on behalf of his entire family.
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Michelle Coop - January 03, 2022 at 10:01 PM

John was a great guy and a good friend. If I had a problem with my
car I would call him to ask his advice. Phyllis would answer and call
him to the phone, he would alway answer saying 
“Hank’s Garage”. John always had a smile and something funny to
say, but could always give you needed advice as well. He loved
Phyllis and loved to tease her too! John will be greatly missed by
many. Michelle


