Thomas Paul Tranbarger
September 26, 1936 - May 9, 2026

Thomas Tranbarger, 89, passed away peacefully on May 9, 2026, surrounded
by his loved ones. He was born on September 26, 1936, in Anderson to
Charles G. and Catherine A. (Miller) Tranbarger.

Thomas was a graduate of Anderson High School. Following graduation, he
proudly served in the United States Army for two years. After completing his
military service, he went to work for Guide Lamp as a Tool and Die Maker,
where he dedicated himself to his craft with pride and a strong work ethic. He
was known for his reliability, skill, and quiet determination throughout his
career.

Thomas was a devoted member and one of the founding members of
Pendleton Baptist Church when it opened in the 1970s. Throughout the years,
he faithfully served the church in countless ways. Whether something needed
repaired, updated, maintained, or cared for, Thomas was always willing to
lend a hand. He served as a Deacon, Elder, Treasurer, grounds keeper, and
filled just about every role needed within the church. His dedication, servant’s
heart, and unwavering faith left a lasting impact on his church family and
community.

Thomas was also well known throughout the community for owning and
operating Tranbarger's Apple Barn since 1967. He took great pride in caring
for and harvesting 25 varieties of apples. Alongside his beloved wife, Shirley,
they welcomed visitors to Tranbarger's Apple Barn, where they sold fresh
apples, cider, and honey to the public. The orchard became a destination for



people traveling from all over, not only for the products, but for the warm
conversations and welcoming atmosphere Thomas and Shirley created.
Thomas never met a stranger and made countless acquaintances and lifelong
friends through the years.

In 1991, Thomas fulfilled a lifelong dream by building his own RV-4 airplane,
which he proudly flew for more than 20 years. Aviation became one of his
greatest passions, and he loved traveling to communities and airports
throughout Indiana with Shirley by his side. The two enjoyed flying together for
breakfast, lunch, or dinner, making cherished memories along the way. He
was a proud member of the local Experimental Aircraft Association club and
deeply enjoyed the friendships and camaraderie that came with it.

Above all, Thomas will be remembered for his kind heart, gentle spirit, and the
love he shared with his family and friends throughout his life. He treasured
time spent with those he loved and created countless memories that will
forever be held close by all who knew him. His warmth, wisdom, and caring
nature touched many lives.

Thomas leaves behind a loving family and dear friends who will continue to
honor his memory and celebrate the life he lived. His legacy of compassion,
strength, and devotion to family will never be forgotten.Thomas is survived by
his beloved wife, Shirley (Brooks) Tranbarger; sons, Kerry (Michelle)
Tranbarger, Chris (Laura) Tranbarger, Dalen Tranbarger, and Tim (Rachel)
Johns; grandchildren, Kyle (Elaina) Tranbarger, Kaleigh (Will) Ellis; Nathanael
and Noah Tranbarger, Brittney Tranbarger, Tristan and Travis Molnar, and
Sarah Tranbarger; several great-grandchildren; and several nieces and
nephews,

He was preceded in death by his parents, Charles G. and Catherine A.
Tranbarger; son, Todd E. Tranbarger; sisters, Lois Mclintire, Nancy Swigeart,
and Norma Brannon.

Thomas leaves behind a loving family and dear friends who will continue to
honor his memory and celebrate the life he lived. His legacy of compassion,
strength, and devotion to family will never be forgotten.



Visitation will be on Saturday, May 16th, 2026, from 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM at
Loose Funeral Homes & Crematory, 200 West 53rd Street, Anderson, IN
46013. Open sharing will begin at 12:30 PM.

There will be a private graveside service at East Maplewood Cemetery.
Memorial contributions may be made towards Pendleton Baptist Church, 207
Old State Road 132 West, Pendleton, IN, 46064, or to Community Hospice,
7330 Shadeland Station Suite 150, Indianapolis, IN, 46256, in honor of
Thomas.

www.LooseCares.com.



Cemetery Details

East Maplewood Cemetery

200 College Drive
Anderson, IN 46012

Upcoming Events

Friends and Family

MAY 16. 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM (ET)

Loose Funeral Homes & Crematory
200 W 53rd St

Anderson, IN 46013

(765) 649-5255
info@loosecares.com

Open Sharing

MAY 16. 12:30 PM - 1:00 PM (ET)

Loose Funeral Homes & Crematory
200 W 53rd St

Anderson, IN 46013

(765) 649-5255
info@loosecares.com
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